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Bulletin of the Pennsylvania Museum 




OLD PEWTER TRAY. 
German, Seventeenth Century. 

Pewter 

Much interest has recently been awakened among collectors 
in old pewter. The examples which have been scattered 
throughout the Museum have been gathered together, in the 
north corridor, and form a most instructive exhibit. The oldest 
example is a small plate or wafer tray, with scriptural subjects 
in relief. This interesting piece is of German origin, and be- 
longs to the early part of the seventeenth century. A duplicate 
of this, in the British Museum, bears the date 1619. 

There is also a shrine service, consisting of five incense burn- 
ers and candlesticks, in the Dr. Robert H. Lamborn collection. 
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SET OF PEWTER INCENSE BURNERS. 
Chinese, Early Nineteenth Century. 



While these are unquestionably of Chinese work- 
manship, they have been designed after European 
models, the costumes of the figures being in the 
style of the early nineteenth century. They are 
most interesting examples of the application of 
European design to Oriental art. The central 
group measures 15 inches in height. 

Recently the collection has been increased by a 
number of pieces of old American pewter, which 
have been fully identified by their marks. There 
were many pewterers in Philadelphia, New York 
and New England during the eighteenth century, 
and examples of their work are particularly de- 
sired for the collection of American metal work, 
which is now being formed. This is a field of 
investigation which has long been neglected. 
Friends of the Museum, who know of any ex- 
amples of old pewter, plated ware or silver, of 
American manufacture, are earnestly requested 
to notify the Curator. 

The art of working in pewter has lately been 
revived, and a most artistic example of work in 
this composition may be seen in this Museum. It 
is a tall vase, purchased at the Chicago Colum- 
bian Exposition in 1893, made by Anton Schreiner, 
of Nabburg, Bavaria. The decorative designs are 
Bacchanalian figures in relief, while the lid is 
surmounted by a modeled cupid. The treatment 
of the decorative subject is most artistic, and 
suggests the work of Franciscus Briot, who car- 
ried this art to its greatest perfection in France, 
at the end of the sixteenth and the beginning of 
the seventeenth centuries. 
Other Oriental pieces, from the Centennial Exhibition, are 
elaborately engraved in characteristic Chinese style, and sev- 
eral are lacquered in gold. There are curious culinary and 
household utensils whose uses can only be conjectured. 

The collection is rich in Colonial pewter, which appeals more 
strongly to the average collector. There are plates, trenchers, 
porringers, bowls or basins, salt shakers, spoons, ale mugs, 
candlesticks, lamps, canisters, teapots, sugar bowls and numer- 
ous other vessels. These are principally of English, Scotch and 
German manufacture, and belong mainly to the eighteenth cen- 
tury. A series of tall wine flagons bear incised 
ornamentation, names and dates, while among 
the rarer pieces is a group of quaint old measur- 
ing pots, varying in capacity from a half-pint 
to a gallon, with rows of record numbers stamped 
on their sides. These were used a century or 
more ago in a brewery, and are accompanied by 
some odd-looking old funnels of varying size, 
with hemispherical bowls. 

The shapes of the Colonial pieces are plain, 
and, as a rule, they are devoid of ornamentation. 
There are exceptions, however, which are deco- 
rated with incised devices, and one porringer is 
furnished with an ornate handle molded in the 
form of a crown. 

Britannia ware, which superseded pewter in 
the early part of the nineteenth century, is also 
represented in the collection by a tea service in 
graceful forms. 

The accompanying illustrations are used through 
'the courtesy of the publishers of "House & 
Garden." 



